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Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving

SCRIPTURE READING
Psalm 100:4-5 (ESV)

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For
the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”

Reflection:

November invites us to pause and remember the goodness of God. As the year begins to wind down,
gratitude draws us back to the One who has sustained us through every season. The psalmist calls
God’s people to enter His gates with thanksgiving—to approach the Lord not with empty hands or
complaining hearts, but with joyful praise.

In ancient Israel, the temple gates symbolized access to God's presence. Today, through Christ, those
gates stand wide open. We come not as strangers but as sons and daughters who have been re-
deemed by grace. Gratitude is the key that turns our attention from ourselves to our Savior.

Notice the psalmist’s reasons for thankfulness: “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.” Our thanksgiving rests not on our circumstances, but on God’s
character. His goodness never fades, His love never fails, and His faithfulness never ends. When we re-
member who He is, gratitude becomes the natural response of a heart that truly knows Him.

A thankful church is a powerful witness. In a world filled with complaint and anxiety, a people who ra-
diate gratitude stand out. Our joy points others to the Source of peace and hope. Thanksgiving is not

just a holiday—it is a testimony. Each word of praise is a declaration that God is still good, still loving,

and still faithful.

This November, let us be known not merely as those who gather for Thanksgiving but as those who live
thankfully. May our worship overflow into withess, and our gratitude become an open door for the gos-

pel.

Challenge:
Each morning, begin your day by thanking God for one aspect of His character—His goodness, mercy,
patience, or faithfulness.

Throughout the week, intentionally speak words of gratitude in conversations at home, work, or church.
Let others hear your thankfulness.

Before Thanksgiving Day, write a note or make a call to someone who has blessed your life this year,
and express your appreciation with sincerity and prayer.

Prayer. Heavenly Father, we come before You as one body, grateful for Your steadfast love and faith-
fulness to all generations. Fill our church with a spirit of gratitude that shines in our worship, our fel-
lowship, and our service. As we celebrate this season, may our thankfulness overflow into our com-
munity, testifying that You alone are good. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

September 2025 Memory Verses
Week 1 Hebrews 4:15

= (ESV) For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in eve-
ry respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

= (KJV) For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was fin all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

= (NLT) This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet
he did not sin.

Week 2 Joshua 1:8

= (ESV) This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.

= (KJV) This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success.

= (NLT) Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey every-
thing written in it.

Week 3 1 Peter 3:15

= (ESV) But give your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

= (KJV) But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give nan answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

= (NLT) Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your hope as a believ-
er, always be ready to explain it.

Week 4 Numbers 23:19

= (ESV) God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and
will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?

= (KJV) God is not a man, that he should lie; Neither the son of man, that he should repent: Hath he said, and
shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

= (NLT) God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human, so he does not change his mind. Has he ever
spoken and failed to act? Has he ever promised and not carried it through?

Week 5 2 Peter 3:9

— (ESV) The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise vas some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wish-
ing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

= (KJV) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but vis longsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

= (NLT) The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your
sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.
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